
 

31 October 2019 

 

Roger Brooks 
Director Development Services 
Yorke Peninsula Council 
PO Box 57 
Maitland SA 5573 

 

Dear Roger, 

I wish to express my interest in a position on the Yorke Peninsula Council’s Assessment 
Panel which is advertised currently. 
 
I am a qualified Town Planner with over 20 years experience in both Victoria and 
South Australia. I am in the process of finalising my application, for which I am 
eligible, for Level 2 & 3 Accredited Professional as required by the Planning 
Development and Infrastructure Act 2016. 
 
I have accrued a diverse set of skills within the profession which are detailed on the 
attached CV, namely; Statutory, Strategic, Environmental Planning along with 
experience in Urban and Architectural Design. 
 
Currently, I am working as a planning consultant based in the Barossa, Adelaide and 
the Riverland and am actively involved in Planning Reform through my role on the 
PIA Committee. 
 
My current projects involve; tourist accommodation, solar farm, medium density 
residential, wineries & cellar doors, retail developments, land divisions and several 
feasibility and due diligence assessments.  
 
I have really enjoyed my term on the Yorke Peninsula Council Assessment Panel as I 
am passionate about good planning outcomes and am particularly conscious of 
the need to protect and plan our coastal environments. The Yorke Peninsula is a 
unique and special place and it would be a privilege to continue to be involved 
with the Assessment Panel. 
 
I look forward to the opportunity to discuss the requirements of the position in more 
detail should I be successful. 
 
Kind regards, 
Elinor Walker  
 
 
 



ELINOR WALKER
PLANNING & DESIGN CONSULTANT

Address Contact

Personal Statement

My Specialties

Education

Work Experience

Key Competencies

Bachelor of Arts (Urban & Regional Planning) 

 

   

VICTORIA UNIVERSITY, FOOTSCRAY, VIC
1997-2000  

Urban Design and Architecture (Subjects)  
UNIVERSITY OF NEW ENGLAND, ARMADALE, 
NSW 2001 

Graduate Diploma Design Studies   
UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE  SA 2010
(Completed 6 Units)

Po Box 493
Lyndoch, SA

esdplan@gmail.com
0421556670

Key Career Achievements

Jury Member for AIA Awards (City of Adelaide Prize)
2018 & 2019

Full assessment of Adelaide’s tallest suburban mixed 
use development of eight (8) stories.

Successful co-project management of Adelaide Oval
re-development (Western Stand).

Comprehensive knowledge of both the Victorian
and South Australian Planning Systems.

My skill set has developed over the last 19 years
to be increasingly multi disciplinary.  I have always been 
interested in the diversity of town planning as 
a profession and have been deliberately been involved in 
most areas within the field; statutory, strategic/policy, 
urban design, environmental, planning law and mediation. 

Over the last 7 years I have further developed 
my architectural and interior design skills which enables me 
to positively facilitate good design outcomes and accurately
interpret construction drawings, ensuring that 
development objectives are achieved onground. 

I am a dedicated and passionate Planning and Design 
Consultant. I  believe in the positive impacts 
planners can make in both the private and public sectors 
to progress change, protect our environmental assets and 
enable communities to ultimately enjoy where they live.
 

Over 13 years experience in leadership roles 
in the public and private sector.

Expert Statutory Planning Skills.

Proven ability to project manage multi 
million dollar developments successfully.

Committee Member of Planning Institute Australia 
(SA Division) and article published in PIA SA ENews
on Environmental Planning in South Australia.

Barossa Council (Co-ordinator Development Assessment -Planning)   October 2017 – September 2018
Key Project Experience:

- Assessing backlog development applications.
- Assessment and project management of locally significant development projects such as: Williamstown 
  Supermarket,  Barossa Chocolate Factory, Hotel and Conference Centre, Artisans Restaurant, 
  Maggie Beer’s Food Production Facility, Abbeyfield expansion and 60+ lot land division, Angaston.    
- Involvement with review of Council’s Land Division Guidelines.
- Provision of formal pre-application advice on projects such as: Lindsay Park horse breeding facility and land 
  division of remaining undeveloped residential land, Williamstown.
- Part of Change Review team representing Planning Services.

     



City of Salisbury (Senior Planner) May 2013 – January 2015
Key Project Experience:

 

Work Experience (Cont...)

Roles included: 
Providing leadership and mentoring to the Planning Team. 
Representing Council at Development Assessment Panel meetings 
Representing Council at the Environment Resources and Development Court (ERD) and the Development
Assessment Commission (DAC) 

- Assessment and project management of Mixed Use Development comprising supermarket, retail tenancies 
   and 60 dwellings (student accommodation with roof top garden), Mawson Lakes.  
- Assessment and project management of 8 storey Mixed Use Development comprising Retail tenancies, 
  Offices and dwellings, including 5 penthouses, Mawson Lakes. 
- Assessment of ‘Krispy Kreme’ development and Native Vegetation Removal, Port Wakefield Rd, Bolivar. 
- Assessment and project management of Educational Establishment (Private Food Industry Training Facility) 
   within Salisbury Town Centre. Included pre-application and architectural advice. 
- Involvement with the preparation of Subdivision design concepts for Council land division, Walpole Rd, 
  Paralowie. 
- Assessment of significant Satellite Facility, Newsat, Mawson Lakes.
- Enforcement action on illegal ‘pet crematorium’, Brahma Lodge.

ESD Planning & Design (Director)            2011 – Present
Key Project Experience:
- Wrote & presented PLANET training session (Environmental Planning) with Native Vegetation Council  
- Winery and Function Centre, Greenock
- Retail Development, Blakeview
- Statutory Planning Services, Barossa Council (May 2016-July 2017) 
- Solar Farm Project ($50 Mil), Adelaide  
- Project Management of various Development Applications (including ‘Non-Complying’ and building applications) 
 within various Council areas; such as Barossa Council, Light Regional Council, Mid-Murray Council 
  and Gawler Council.
- Project Management of Development Application appeals, various expert witnesses and preparation of 
  Expert Witness Statements.
- Submissions to Strategic Directions Report on behalf of clients regarding residential 
  rezoning and future growth area development, including proposed concept structure plans.  
- Land Division design projects 
- Submission of Representations on behalf of clients.

Building Design Projects:  
- Major renovation and extension of Californian Bungalow, Marananga, Barossa Valley ($300k), including 
  obtaining  building approval and specification drawings.
- Interior Design project (including complete bathroom renovation), Rostrevor, Adelaide ($100k).
- Design Concepts for Renovation on Heritage Building, Clarence Gardens, Adelaide.
- Landscape Design and outdoor kitchen, Leabrook, Adelaide ($250k).
- Dwelling extension design, Gawler ($150k).

Roles include:

Proving leadership and mentoring to the  Planning Team such as: co-ordinating file review with individual staff, 
workload allocation, continual review of correspondance and assessment reports, review of Barossa Assessment 
Panel reports, pre-application support (including site meetings with graduate staff members) and the provision of 
planning advice.
Representing Council at Development Assessment Panel meetings and 
Enforcement and compliance 

  
 



HASSELL (Senior Planner)     2008 – 2009
Key Project Experience:   

- Adelaide Oval Western Grandstand Application (co project manager with Principal Planner). Wrote application, 
  facilitated consultation with Heritage Advisor, Urban Designer, Council Planning Staff and Department of 
  Planning, Transport and Infrastructure Staff. Assisted Chief Executive of SACA with regards to financial funding 
  arrangements.   
- Part of a small team co-ordinating Elizabeth Regional Centre Masterplan in coalition with Salisbury and 
  Playford Councils, Urban Pacific P/L et.al. Wrote Issues Papers, undertook background research, contributed to
  design concepts and part of workshop committee.  

  

Roles Included: 
 
Submission of Tenders  
Development Application Proposals  
Writing Planning Policy  
Project Management 
 

Work Experience (Cont...)

Town of Gawler (Senior Planner/Team Leader ) 2008 
Acting Manager Planning Services, when required.
Key Project Experience:  

- Personally developing leadership and project management skills.  
- Responsibility for Development Assessment Panel Agenda.
- Co-ordination of Environmental Workshops with Planning Team, representatives from NRM and
  Department of Heritage and Environment.  
- Part of Leadership Group for the Gawler East Growth Area. (Delfin P/L Development)

  

 

Roles included:
  
Co-ordination of Development Assessment Panel Process and Agenda  
Co-ordination and Management of the Planning Team (3 planners) including Administrative Support Staff and 
the Enforcement Officer which included performance reviews.  
Development Assessment; predominately residential, commercial, heritage and land division. 
Responsible for all Environment, Resource and Development Court Appeals. 

Borough of Queenscliff, Victoria  (Senior Policy, Development & Environment Planner)         
2006-2007 Acting Manager Planning & Development (Dec-Feb)  
Key Project Experience:
  
- Project Management of Salinity Management Overlay which included being member of the Steering 
  Committee. 
- Involvement with tender selection process, interviews, technical advice, project updates and assisting the 
  co-ordination of project direction and outcomes.  

Acting in a higher capacity when required 
File allocation
Assessment of various planning applications
Providing expert advice to customers and external authorities
Enforcement and compliance 
Providing planning policy advice including urban design advice to Strategic Planning and Economic 
Development Teams. 



Roles included:

Marketing 
Submission of tenders and fee proposals  
Member of various interview panels for projects
Liaising with Council officers on behalf of clients
Strategic and Statutory Planning advice 
Planning Law  
Representation of clients at Ministerial appointed Panel Hearings  
Submission and co-ordination of planning permit and subdivision applications
Due Diligence and Feasibility Studies  
Invoice Manager   

Yarra Ranges Shire Council, Lilydale (Team Leader & Senior Planner)   2004- 2006  
Key Project Experience:  

- Assessment of complex Planning Application for logging of 128 ha of native vegetation within the Yarra 
  Valley for timber production. VCAT case decided upon by Chief Justice Morris.  
- Professional growth in terms of leadership experience in a large dynamic planning team, as one of three 
  Team Leaders.  
- Won appeal on underdevelopment of significant site within the township gateway.

Roles included:  

Development Assessment; predominately residential, heritage, industrial and commercial.    
Direct responsibility for team of three Planners and Business Support Officer and an active participant in 
Management Team which included 17 Planners.  
Representing Council at the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal.  

Work Experience (Cont...)

Earth-Tech Engineering, Geelong  (Senior Planning Consultant)   Jan 2006 -March 2007
Key Project Experience:  

- Co-ordination of major residential rezoning proposals within primary growth areas of Geelong, Torquay, 
  Ocean Grove and Warrnambool.   
- Involvement with the creation of structure plans and designs of subdivisions 300+ lots Yields.   
- Submissions to the Torquay, Armstrong Creek Growth Corridor and Ocean Grove structure plans.  
- Amendment C101-represented client opposing compulsory acquisition of land by the Victorian State 
  Government.  

Roles included:  

Strategic Planning; Planning Scheme Amendments, Policy creation and review.  
Development Assessments; predominately heritage and residential based applications.  
Provided mentoring support to student planner.  

- Project Manager for Coastal Acid Sulphate Soils Project (regionally) in coalition with Department of 
  Sustainability & Environment.  
- Successful submission of funding application to State Government for coastal works.  
-Review of Environmental Impact Statement for the dredging of Port Phillip Bay.



Shire of Murrindindi, Alexandra (Strategic and Statutory Planner ) 1999-2000  
Key Project Experience:  

- Project Manager for the creation and implementation of (3) Restructure Plans (for old and inappropriate 
  land divisions) in environmentally constrained areas such as the Cathedral Ranges and areas of Kinglake.  
- Responsible for the lower half of the Council’s Strategic and Statutory planning issues, from Alexandra 
  through to Kinglake.   

Roles included:   

Development Assessment; predominately rural land uses, agricultural, residential, vegetation removal, 
heritage.  
Presenting Planning Applications at Council Meetings 
Creation and review of Planning Policy.  
Representing Council at the Administrative Appeal Tribunal  
Representing Council on regional Strategic Planning issues with a variety of stakeholders such as 
Department of Sustainability and Environment, Catchment Management Authority, Country Fire Authority.

Work Experience (Cont...)

Ongoing Professional Training & Development    

Accredited Professionals Scheme Member Briefing Session (PIA,SA)
Performance Based Assessment Framework - Planning & Development Code (PIA,SA)
Native Vegetation Regulations 2017 Session (Mount Barker,SA)
Planning Reform Roadshow (DPTI, Port Wakefield SA)

Short Term Contract Planning Work (1998-1999) 

Macro-Plan, North Melbourne (Community Surveying for Chadstone Re-Development and 
Healesville UDF Projects)
Moonee Valley Council, Student Planning Tasks
Town of Gawler (Urban Horse Keeping and Heritage Survey projects)

Shire of Nillumbik, Greensborough (Statutory Planner )  2000-2003  
Key Project Experience:  

- Involvement with preparation of a Structure Plan for un-serviced environmentally sensitive land.  
- Active involvement with review of Planning Department systems in coalition with external consultant.  
- Obtaining a greater understanding of the complexities of planning policies, through the assessment of 
  planning permit applications within areas of distinct character and environmental significance.  
- Enforcement experience particularly in relation to the part demolition of the Council’s oldest heritage 
  building, ‘Wingrove Cottage’.   
- Involvement with the writing of a local planning policy for Siting and Design Assessment.  

Roles Included:  

Development Assessment  
Planning Enforcement  
Representing Council at the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal  
Mediation and chairing community consultation sessions  
Mentoring Student Planners   



Creating the mind of a Leader (Proteus Centre & LGA)
Women in Leadership Forum, Workplace Training Advisory Australia (WTAA)  
Diversity Awareness Training, ( MyriaD Consultants Pty Ltd)  
Red Card Training (WorkSafe Victoria)  
Occupational Health and Safety training 

Professional Development Courses 

References 

Memberships 

LGPro-Local Government Professionals 
Royal Australian Architect Institute (Student Member) 
Planning Institute Australia (PIA Full Member) 

VPELA (Victorian Planning Environment and Law Association) Conferences  
Planning Institute of Australia Annual Conference (Sustainable Communities) 
Annual Local Government Dinners (PIA), attended annually 
“Cutting the Red Tape” seminar, (Elaine Carbines)  

Mediation and Public consultation techniques  (PIA VIC)
Water Sensitive Urban Design  (PIA VIC)
Amendments to the Planning and Environment Act 1987  (PIA VIC)
Melbourne 2030 workshops x 4 (public housing, public transport, UGB and Melbourne’s Green Wedge) 
Federation Square Design ( presented by Melbourne City Council)

Please contact myself for details of my professional referee’s.

PIA Local Government Dinner 2017 (Melbourne)
PIA Planning Reform Workshops x 2 (2017)
Planning Reform Workshop (SA) Kelledy Jones (2015)
Norman Waterhouse Workshops ( Various)
Norman Waterhouse Planning Law Conferences (2013 & 2014) 
‘All The Way With Section J’, Australian Institute of Architects 2011  
‘Population vs Landscape’, Richard Weller (Winthrop Professor of Landscape Architecture), RAIA.  
Reforms to the South Australian Planning Industry (PIA SA)  

Urban Development Institute Australia (SA) State Conference 2009 
Urban Development Institute Australia Annual Congress, 2006 
     Topics included: Economic Implications of UGB, Affordable Housing, Net Gain, Role of the Growth Areas 
                                Authority (GAA)
Urban Development Program, Geelong 2006 ( Department of Sustainability and Environment) 
Urban Design (PIA SA)  
Changes to the Residential Code (PIA SA)  
Siting and Design in Coastal Areas  (PIA VIC)
Changes to Expert Witness Procedures (presented by Justice Morris)  
Cross examination techniques  (PIA VIC)
The Victorian Native Vegetation Framework  (PIA VIC)
Urban Design Guidelines workshop  (PIA VIC)
Presentation skills at VCAT  (PIA VIC)
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