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Two Stage Mining Assessment 
Process

Apply for Mining 
Lease by submitting 
a Mining Proposal

(s34 / s35)

Public Statutory 
Consultation on 
Mining Proposal

(s35A)

DPC Assessment of  
Environmental Impacts 

from Mining Proposal and 
Consultation

(s34 / s35)

Lease granted with 
conditions and 
outcomes to be 

achieved in PEPR or 
refused

(s34 / s35)

Approval of Program 
for Environment 
Protection and 

Rehabilitation (PEPR) 
(Part10A)

Mining 
Operations can 

commence

Stage 1 – Mining Lease – Completed Stage 2 - PEPR

Operations can commence subject to:
1) Other permits and licences
2) Access to Land
3) Native Vegetation Legislation
4) If required, payment of a Bond (Act s62)

Purpose:
- Grant of mineral tenure and development approval

Purpose:
- Operational approval



Questions

Why has DEM’s position changed so dramatically on 
land access?
• No change to land access requirements
• Stakeholder interpretation of Land Access position
• Change in circumstances – smaller scale start-up 

project



Questions

Why has DEM’s position changed so dramatically on 
consistency of operations?
• No change to consistency requirements
• Stakeholder interpretation of consistency position
• Change in circumstances – smaller scale start-up 

project



Why didn’t DEM tell us they had changed their 
approach ahead of the PEPR approval?
• No change to approach
• Government is committed to transparency and 

engagement. 
• During active assessments and before a decision is 

finalised some information cannot be publically 
disclosed.

• This can result in unexpected announcements.

Questions



What’s next?

• Undertake highway diversion works
• Pay the rehabilitation liability bond  - $34.2M
• Pay the $515,000 Significant Environmental Benefit 

payment
• Complete an independent expert report outlining 

capacity to achieve compliance 
• Obtain relevant secondary approvals
• Implement public access website for real time noise 

and air quality monitoring data.
• Implement a complaints line



What can Rex do?
Once these obligations are satisfied, Rex could commence the 
following activities on the land owned by Rex and without 
requiring any further landowner agreements.

• Site preparation
• Pre-stripping of operational areas on land owned by Rex 

Open pit area
Northern and Southern Waste rock storage facilities

• Site infrastructure – roads, utilities, monitoring networks 
and surface water drainage construction

• Commencement of open pit mining operations, but 
constrained by the western waste rock storage facility and 
tailings storage facility not being available.



Contacts

Michael Smith

Department for Energy and Mining

11 Waymouth Street
Adelaide, South Australia 5000

GPO Box 320
Adelaide, South Australia 5001

T: +61 8 8429 2473

E: michael.smith@sa.gov.au



Disclaimer
The information contained in this presentation has been compiled by the 

Department for Energy and Mining (DEM) and originates from a variety of 

sources. Although all reasonable care has been taken in the preparation and 

compilation of the information, it has been provided in good faith for general 

information only and does not purport to be professional advice. No warranty, 

express or implied, is given as to the completeness, correctness, accuracy, 

reliability or currency of the materials.

DEM and the Crown in the right of the State of South Australia does not accept 

responsibility for and will not be held liable to any recipient of the information for 

any loss or damage however caused (including negligence) which may be 

directly or indirectly suffered as a consequence of use of these materials. DEM 

reserves the right to update, amend or supplement the information from time to 

time at its discretion.


