
 

 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

YORKETOWN STREET TREE PROJECT 

Yorketown 

 

Project Summary 
 
The Yorke Peninsula Council wish to consult on the proposed Yorketown Street Tree 
Project (the project). 
 
A group of Yorketown residents (Yorketown Street Tree Project team) have progressed 
the proposed project as they are wanting to make Yorketown a greener place to live 
work and visit, through the planting of street trees. 
 
At  the  26  March  2025  Information  and  Briefing  Session,  Council  received  a 
presentation by the Yorketown Street Tree Project team, and subsequently at the 14 
May  2025  Council  Meeting,  Council  accepted  the  Yorketown  Street  Tree  Project 
presentation, and provided in principle support, to a budget allocation of $60,000 (ex 
GST) to fund the project from the Charles Street Reserve, Yorketown. 
 
Purpose 
 
The Yorke Peninsula Council invites you to comment on the proposal to deliver the 
Yorketown Street Tree Project. 
 
Background 
 
The Yorketown Street Tree Project team have prepared a plan (attachment 1), and 
presentation to Council (attachment 2), to provide overview of the project. 
Implications of the project 
 
Timeline 
 
The consultation period will begin on Tuesday 19 August 2025, and close at 5.00pm 
Wednesday 17 September 2025.  



 
Following the consultation period, a report will be presented to Council on the outcome 
of the consultation process for their consideration. 
 
How do I provide my feedback? 
 
Written Submissions  
 
Submissions must be in writing, be received by 5.00pm Wednesday 17 September,   
and be addressed to:  
 

Community Consultation  
Yorketown Street Tree Project 
PO Box 57  
Maitland SA 5573  
Email: admin@yorke.sa.gov.au 

 
Please include in your submission if you wish to be heard before Council on this matter.  
 
What happens to my feedback?  
 
The information from the public consultation process will assist Council in its 
deliberation associated with adopting the proposal. 
 
Submissions received from the public consultation process will be collated and 
presented in a report to Council if required.  
 
How do I know my feedback has been received?  
 
All feedback (submissions or correspondence) will be acknowledged. 
  
Contact Person 
  
For more information, please contact:  
 
Name: Ian Yarrow  
Title: Operations Manager  
Phone: 8832 0000  
Email: admin@yorke.sa.gov.au 
 
This detailed report is available for viewing at Yorke Peninsula Council offices at 
Maitland, Minlaton, and Yorketown and on Council’s website, www.yorke.sa.gov.au  
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Environmental, economic and 
social benefits of street trees 

 

 

 

A plan for Yorketown 

 
  

The best time to plant a tree is 20 years ago, if you missed it, today. 
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A point of discussion within our community for many years has been that of the aesthetics of 
Yorketown, specifically the lack of street trees.  Currently there are only ten (10) trees planted within 
the whole township!  These are a group of Cypress planted by the owner in the 1950’s, 2 prunus in 
front of the court house and some Pyrus in front of the council chambers, critically low by average for 
any township. 

Many years ago some streets were blessed with trees; while perhaps not the best choice was made 
when planting them they were never the less attractive and added a pleasing appeal to the town. 
Currently the entrance to the town from Stansbury has been made attractive (and maintained by Phil 
Pearson with the help of Council) but then stops suddenly.  Some years ago Progress planted low 
growing plants adjacent to the welcome signs but were ultimately left unattended or sprayed and died. 

It would be fair to say that the citizens of the town and surrounding community like the idea of street 
trees.  However, for many when questioned about the reintroduction of street trees have an 
overwhelming feeling or relationship to previous bad experiences with trees.  It is obvious many do 
not understand that having street trees does not mean buckled thoroughfares or dropping limbs. This 
need not be the case and with correctly chosen species, is definitely not true.  It is the case that past 
experiences have stuck in their minds and without proper information or education on the topic their 
opinion will not change. Further, it appears that it has been the council’s intention by lack of action, to 
prevent the introduction of native and ornamental trees to our streets.  Perhaps this may be through 
the lack of general enquiry or requests for same, although we feel council should have, over the years 
been more proactive in this area, despite updating the policy in November 2022.  Currently, council 
does not have a grant available or a grant offered to any organization or group for the planting of 
street trees.  We can only assume no one has asked for one? 

The following information will provide facts and balanced reasoning for the benefits that street trees 
can have on the community, things to watch out for and correct selection of trees that can be used 
successfully to enrich and make our community exciting to be in. 

The Heart Foundation, other regional councils, city councils, along with many other institutions and 
groups like treenet and Space Down Under (and many more), work towards creating healthy 
environments that encourage and support healthy active living. While the aesthetic values of street 
trees are readily apparent, many of the other benefits they provide may easily be overlooked.  Trees 
provide multiple functions and wide ranging benefits to street users including health, social, economic 
and environmental, compared with single purpose engineering infrastructure, like a bench seat or a 
shade structure. 

For all their myriad of benefits, trees are undervalued. They are seen as an afterthought to good 
design and development rather than an integral part of it. For some, concerns about root systems, 
drought tolerance or dropping leaves and fruits have meant a reluctance to invest in trees. It can be 
shown that the many benefits far outweigh these concerns.   

For council deciding on where to direct expenditure in order to improve a street, planting trees can 
give the best return as trees can transform a street more easily than any other physical improvement. 

Compiled by 
Rob Daniell  
Certificate Marketing 
Certificate Landscape Design 
24 Minlaton Road 
Yorketown 5576 
 

For and in conjunction with our working group 
Leslie May 
Kylie Gray 
Claire Tucker 

Proactive individual residents  
Yorketown Progress Association 
and other local interested groups/clubs 
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Calculating the value of trees  

The environmental and property value cost benefits alone have been calculated at 

$3.81 for every $1.00 spent on tree planting and management.1 In Adelaide a four 

year old tree was estimated to generate a gross annual benefit of $171/ tree, 

consisting of energy savings, air quality improvements, stormwater management, 

aesthetics and other benefits. It has been suggested that this value is closer to 

$424/tree.1 Older larger trees can provide up to 60 times greater pollution reduction 

benefit than smaller trees through pollution reduction, the storm water control, the 

cooling effects through transpiration, the housing values and the street pavement 

stabilisation.2 The balance of ornamental to native is important for the appeal of the 

street and providing a seasonal change in the landscape. Flowering varieties with 

low allergen properties in particularly can offer spectacular colour to the street.  

Ornamental trees require less water at maturity and generally have a more suitable 

growth habit for the purpose.  Further benefits of mixing species also helps protect 

against disease and insect invasion. 

 

Trees deliver health and wellbeing benefits  

• The presence of trees encourages people to walk for both exercise and transport 

and is associated with reduced incidence of heart attack and type 2 diabetes.3  

• Trees planted along the kerb, especially if closely spaced; define a pedestrian zone 

separated from traffic, creating a sense of safety both physically and psychologically. 

• The perception of safety is an important component of walkability, and there are 

safety aspects of tree planting in the verge between the footpath and roadway. This 

includes an increased perception of safety, by separating pedestrians and moving 

vehicles, and by creating a protective barrier which reduces the risk of being hit by a 

‘run-off-the-road’ vehicle. 4, 5  

• Trees (low-allergen) absorb considerable quantities of airborne pollutants which 

has been shown to cut childhood asthma levels.6  

• One function of trees is to contribute to the textural detail missing from architecture. 

Light filtered through trees gives life to space. Manipulation of light and shade 

transforms stone, asphalt and concrete into tapestries of sunlight and shadow.7  
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Trees make environmental contributions  

Trees play important function in our town during the hotter months by:  

• Improving climate - probably the greatest benefit of tree planting in a built up area. 

Tree canopies can reduce the temperatures of the surfaces they shade by as much 

as 10-20 C. 16,17  

• Helping to reduce the ‘urban heat island effect’ 18-22  

• Improving driver comfort by providing relief from sun and wind, and, reducing cross-

glare. 23  

• Providing atmospheric cooling through evapotranspiration.24  

• Reducing energy consumption, by reducing air temperatures, and by the direct 

shading of buildings.20, 25  

• Reducing overall exposure to UV radiation, and associated skin cancer.26-27  

Environments with trees are more robust and can assist in:  

• reducing runoff volumes and delay the onset of peak flows from rainfall. Broadleaf 

evergreen trees provided the most annual rainfall interception of up to 60% of the 

rain falling on the tree  

• increasing soil and groundwater recharge • removing nutrients and heavy metals 

from storm water. 

 

Trees have economic benefits  

There are significant positive economic effects due to neighbourhood tree cover due 

to the shading and aesthetic quality of tree-lined streets. The presence of trees has 

been found to increase the selling price of a residential unit from 1.9% - 7%.9,10,11 

The Real Estate Institute of Queensland found that the value of homes in leafy 

streets were up to 30% higher in the same suburb.13 Trees contribute to reducing 

stormwater management costs by reducing the need for constructing additional 

retention, detention and treatment capacity.1 

Tree lined retail precincts have been shown to return more spending than those 

without trees. 

 

Trees grow food  

Productive street trees refer to trees that are planted along streets and in parks and 

produce fruit or nuts which can be picked eaten and shared by the public. The idea is 
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to supplement urban fresh food production (the Heart Foundation supports 

increasing fruit and vegetable intake), normalise the growing of food, educate the 

community about growing food, (a great school project), encourage people to grow 

their own food, to share and celebrate food and to enjoy the aesthetics as well.28 

Productive street trees can provide towns with a range of social, economic and 

environmental benefits such as building equitable food access14, increased 

opportunities for social engagement and connection to nature, and decreasing ‘food 

miles’.15  Lemon trees for example have been grown with great success in streets. 

 

Trees contribute to driver safety  

Roadside trees do not appear to comprise a significant risk to drivers. Traffic 

authorities have tended to severely restrict roadside tree planting by enforcing ‘clear 

zones’ to be kept free of rigid objects such as trees above a specified trunk diameter. 

As a consequence clear zones are seen as the largest impediment to roadside tree 

establishment on arterial roads. In 2007 in NSW tree crashes comprised only 4.4% 

of all crashes with a fatality rate of 3.1%.29 Crashes involving street trees in country 

towns appears to be negligible. 

Alcohol, speeding and driver fatigue were the biggest contributing factor to fatal 

crashes. The tree tends to be unfairly blamed as the cause of the accident, when in 

fact the tree collision is only the outcome of a run-off-the-roadway incident. 

 Street trees, if properly selected, adequately spaced and pruned to branch high, do 

not create major visibility problems for drivers entering intersections. In fact parked 

cars, especially large 4WD’s create substantially more visibility problems. 

 

Green infrastructure  

Street trees comprise a significant component of the wider urban forest (all public 

and private trees). The concept of green infrastructure is based on the awareness 

that natural systems can perform a range of engineering, environmental and human 

functions. The key features of green infrastructure which distinguish it from grey 

infrastructure are multi-functionality and connectivity. That is, it can deliver multiple 

benefits from the urban space it occupies, compared with single purpose engineering 

infrastructure and it ‘value adds’ by linking and connecting existing green assets.31 
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Surely this looks better    

Than this      
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The many values of trees  

Health and social benefits  

Improves walkability  

Delivers a range of health benefits  

Therapeutic restorative effects  

Encourage sharing and celebration of food  

Food production  

Social Interaction 

 Economic benefits  

Improves commercial vitality  

Increases residential property values  

Benefits of Adelaide street trees $424/tree  

Stormwater management  

Contributing indirectly to local economies  

Climatic and environmental functions  

Climate modification  

Reducing the urban heat island effect  

Cutting soil erosion Positive impact on water quality  

Shading pedestrians, cars, footpaths and buildings  

Driver safety  

Encourages lower speeds  

Used as traffic calming devices  

Engineering functions  

Stormwater runoff control and quality  

Erosion control Noise reduction 
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Objectives 

Street tree planting is one way to have an immediate effect on the appearance and 

amenity of the public space in the town.  Where streets are wide and traffic volumes 

are low, like Anderson Terrace and Victoria Street, the opportunity exists to plant 

large trees in scale with the street, providing shade and increasing amenity without 

losing significant parking spaces. Where the streets are narrower smaller species 

can be planted.   

We believe there is no reason Yorketown cannot be transformed into a garden town 

by the installation of street trees. 

 

The following are our recommended objectives for street tree planting in Yorketown. 

1. Identify a priority of streets that would benefit from immediate action. Listed in 

the following pages. 

2. Reinforce a hierarchy in the selection of species appropriate to the scale and 

use of the street. A balance of native and ornamental trees is imperative to a 

balanced design and aesthetically sensitive landscape.  See the following pages 

3. Generally, provide continuity and consistency along large sections of the 

street by using the same species.  Where street values change like narrowing or 

entering into a business area smaller or different species can be used.  

4. Encourage species diversity to add interest to the landscape and assist the 

risk of disease etc. 

5. Locate street trees considering the needs of overhead and underground 

services, vehicle sight-lines and in association with street lighting, furniture and 

paving. 

6. Consider seasonal traffic (large trucks and machinery) as well as tourist traffic 

(Caravans and the like). 

7. Street trees should be preferably located in footpaths at least 600mm behind 

the kerb, where this is not possible due to a narrow footpath or underground cables 

close to the kerb, planting in the thoroughfare close to the kerb will  be considered.  

9. Where street trees are planted in road carriageways, trees should be 

protected by bollards.  This has been a very successful method of installation in 

many areas like the Barossa, Eudunda as well as the city and does not appear to 

have any major disruption to parking area. Malvern Avenue, Ashford is a great 

example of high demand parking precinct where in street planting has been used.  
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A successful street tree planting programme requires a commitment to: 

1 Allocation of funds for both capital and maintenance programmes.  This would 

be made up of grants and local and state government budgeted funds. A budget 

estimate of $300 per tree would start the project of installing 200 or so street trees to 

the streets mentioned in the following. 

2 Adoption of best horticultural practice in the preparation and planting of trees. 

3 Implementation of an effective monitoring programme, together with adequate 

maintenance procedures.  

 

 

 

 

The conditions under which street trees are required to grow are usually harsh.  

Constraints to successful establishment of street trees are: 

1 Overhead and underground services which restrict species selection and 

place physical construction on plant growth 

2 Lack of water to the trees root zone. 

3 Hard surfaces, such as paving surrounding trees, which may result in the 

compaction of soil, lack of water penetration and reduced aeration of the root zone. 

4 Microclimate factors such as wind, temperature and sunlight 

 

 

Good tree form and health are dependent upon: 

1 Adequate tree pits (holes), removal of excess stone and a quality soil mix 

when required to top up. 

2 Regular watering for the first 2 years. This may be through residents adjacent 

to the street, volunteers or schools adopting a road or part thereof. 

3 Protection from vandalism and accidental damage from vehicles, and 

appropriate penalties for intended damage. 
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Execution 

A plan needs to be assembled to bring together the points made above for the 

funding, purchase, correct installation and ongoing maintenance for the project 

beyond the initial presentation to council. We request Yorke Peninsula Council adopt 

this suggestion and commence with a programme of installation as soon as possible, 

as this will also assist in achieving green targets; a mandatory tree planting policy 

that is an important step towards achieving greater green canopy across South 

Australia which came into effect with the Planning and Design Code in March 

2021(33). To our knowledge, this policy has not been forthcoming in our area. 

We believe the project should be funded by the Yorke Peninsula Council, either 

through budget allocation or sourcing appropriate Government grants or a 

combination of both. Council has easier access to Grants available than other 

interest groups within the town like Progress and would most likely want to control 

much of the process anyway.  State Government involvement should also be sought 

for the health benefits alone.  That said, Progress would be willing to commit some 

time towards seeking these afore mentioned grants appropriate to the project with 

councils assistance.  This is subject to available manpower and time, with which we 

along with other groups are keen to help. 

We have the knowledge for the correct installation of trees (and are keen to assist 

with the total plan and installation).  This takes into account correct position as 

directed by council (footpath or carriageway), hole preparation and size, drainage, 

added nutrients and tree support.   

Experience has shown many locals will “adopt” the trees close to them, watering 

regularly and with guidance keep them tidy.  Ultimately, this should be council’s 

responsibility as it is in other regions around the state.  Once again, interest groups 

may be convinced to take some responsibility for this.  Once established, these trees 

will require very little attention.  For some species this may only take a year or two.  

The installation of new technology by way of self-watering should be a consideration. 

Kerb SPACETM Inlet is an emerging Water Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD) system 

that harvest stormwater runoff.  Deep watering tubes installed at planting have also 

been successful and are low cost.  

 

PLEASE NOTE. THIS PROJECT DOES NOT OVERLAP OR INTERFERE  WITH 

INTEDED COUNCIL WORKS IN AND AROUND THE INTERSECTION

 

 



 

Page | 12 
 

Recommendations for Street Tree Planting 

 

The following is a suggested planting guide that mixes up the varieties and provides 

suitable trees for the location e.g., larger varieties for wide streets. Shade trees 

where required.  In some instances the variety can be changed to distinguish a 

different part of the street.  

 

 

1. Stansbury Road   

 

About every 20 metres or one per house on north side of the road 

27 x Ulmus Parvifolia “Todd” 
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2.  

From about 40 Warooka Road  

  
 

About every 20 Metres or one each house.  The Northern side has height 

restrictions due to power lines. 

 

21 x Celtis australis 
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3. Minlaton Road  

 

 From The Telstra Building. About every 20 metres. To GB Sherriff Road 

  Height restrictions due to low power lines. 

  

 

 

11 x Acacia implexa     
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4. Edithburgh Road 

 

From 53 Saint Vincent Highway to number 19 St Vincent Hwy.  Each house. North 

side. 

 

15 x Gleditsia triacanthos “continental 
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5. Waterloo Bay Road 

   

About every 20 metres or where appropriate.  From the Yorke Hotel to opposite the 

hospital 

 

 

 9 x Cercis canadensis “Forest pansy” 

        
 

From the Lutheran church to the end 

10 x Cupaniopsis anacardioides Tuckeroo     
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6. Victoria Street  

 

About every 20 metres.  From end to end.  Northern side    

 

       

 

27 x Gleditsia triacanthos “continental”  
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7. Anderson Terrace 

  

  Each house. Western side of the street. 

 

17 (approx.) x Lagerstroemia indica “Natchez”    

   
 

 

Northern end  

10 x Cupaniopsis anacardioides Tuckeroo      
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Memorial Drive  

Outside the bowls club 

 

 

6 x Gleditsia triacanthos “continental”    
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The Kerb SPACE inlet to capture rainwater runoff.    Or, PVC direct root watering 
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